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THE ROEBUCK SCHOOL  
ANTI-BULLYING POLICY  
  
At The Roebuck School we believe that bullying happens in all schools, and therefore our setting is no exception. We believe that all pupils should belong to a supportive, caring and safe environment. We believe that we need to help and support both sides of the problem in order to reduce any bullying.  
This policy details our anti-bullying values, principles and procedures.  
  
Our Aims  
At The Roebuck School, we aim to reduce bullying by:  
· Ensuring the school’s climate emphasises mutual respect and values every individual.  
· Providing a consistent framework with which to deal fairly with incidents of bullying  
· Giving all children strategies to deal with any incidents of bullying  
· Liaising effectively with families and to ensure that they are fully aware of our Anti- Bullying policy, and what their role as Parent/Carer involves  
  
What is bullying?  We have adopted the Department for Education’s definition of bullying.  
‘Bullying is behaviour by an individual or group, repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another individual or group either physically or emotionally. Bullying can take many forms (for instance, cyber-bullying via text messages or the internet), and is often motivated by prejudice against particular groups, for example on grounds of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or because a child is adopted or has caring responsibilities. It might be motivated by actual differences between children, or perceived differences. Stopping violence and ensuring immediate physical safety is obviously a school’s first priority but emotional bullying can be more damaging than physical; teachers and schools have to make their own judgements about each specific case.’  
  
(Department for Education – ‘Preventing & Tackling bullying’ 2012)  
  
It is crucial that all stakeholders at The Roebuck School adopt this definition when dealing with any reports of bullying.  
  
Examples of bullying are by:  
· Name calling  
· Saying or writing nasty things about them  
· Leaving them out of activities  
· Not talking to them  
· Threatening them  
· Making them feel uncomfortable or scared  
· Taking or damaging their things  
· Hitting, punching or kicking them  
· Spitting at them  
· Making them do things they do not want to do  
· Making fun or ridiculing a person  
· Making reference to skin/hair colour, race or size  
  
This is list is purely a guide! Isolated incidents of unkind and/or aggressive behaviour, whilst they can-not be ignored, can-not be defined as bullying.  

Preventative Approach  
  
We have the following measures to ensure we are proactive in our approach to bullying:  Regular circle time  
· Class discussions about bullying  
· Awareness of bullying issues through Assemblies  
· Participation in Anti-Bullying week  
· PSHCE sessions on bullying  
· Lead Teacher responsible for behaviour  
· Involving parents at an early stage  
· Follow-up of bullying incidents  
· Having extra supervision during lunchtime and break times  
  
What to do if you suspect a child is being bullied or if a child discloses that they are being bullied  (Staff)  
  
1. Listen to child and offer support.  
2. Complete the bullying report form and give to  class teacher or member of the leadership team  
3. Teacher will then follow procedures to investigate, identify bully and discover what has happened.  
4. If bully admits to bullying, behaviour policy to be followed for appropriate sanctions. Investigation to continue until bully is identified or situation resolved, i.e, it was not a bullying matter.  
5. Bullying Incidents to be kept in file by BLT/SL.  
6. BLT/SL will contact parents within 48hrs.  
7. BLT/SL and staff to monitor. BLT/SL to carry out a follow-up meeting with child/children 4 weeks after incident.  
  
INTERVENTION  
The Roebuck School will apply disciplinary measures (as per behaviour policy) to pupils who bully in order to show clearly that their behaviour is wrong. Disciplinary measures must be applied fairly, consistently, and reasonably taking account of any special educational needs or disabilities that the pupils may have and taking into account the needs of vulnerable pupils. It is also important to consider the motivations behind bullying behaviour and whether it reveals any concerns for the safety of the perpetrator. Where this is the case the child engaging in bullying may need support themselves.  
In most cases a restorative justice meeting will also be held between the victim and the perpetrator to close the incident. In most cases this will be led by the school’s pupil and family support worker.  
  



BULLYING SANCTIONS  
  
The following may be used when dealing with a bullying issue in school;  
· A clear warning  
· Getting name-callers to write positive statements about the victim  
· Timeouts  
· Segregation on playground for limited period  
· Removal  
· Meet with parents in school  
· Internal exclusion i.e, working in another class  
· Exclusion from dining hall  
· Fixed term/ Permanent exclusions  
  
  
There will always be a restorative justice meeting between the perpetrator(s) and victim(s).  
  
BULLYING OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
  
Head teachers have a specific statutory power to discipline pupils for poor behaviour outside of the school premises. Section 89(5) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 gives head teachers the power to regulate pupils’ conduct when they are not on school premises and are not under the lawful control or charge of a member of school staff. This can relate to any bullying incidents occurring anywhere off the school premises, such as on school or public transport, outside the local shops, or in a town or village centre. Where bullying outside school is reported to school staff, it should be investigated and acted on. The head teacher should also consider whether it is appropriate to notify the police or antisocial behaviour coordinator in their local authority of the action taken against a pupil. If the misbehaviour could be criminal or poses a serious threat to a member of the public, the police should always be informed.   
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CYBER-BULLYING  
  
The rapid development of, and widespread access to, technology has provided a new medium for ‘virtual’ bullying, which can occur in or outside school. Cyber-bullying is a different form of bullying and can happen at all times of the day, with a potentially bigger audience, and more accessories as people forward on content at a click.  
  
The wider search powers included in the Education Act 2011 give teachers stronger powers to tackle cyber-bullying by providing a specific power to search for and, if necessary, delete inappropriate images (or files) on electronic devices, including mobile phones. Separate advice on teachers’ powers to search (including statutory guidance on dealing with electronic devices) is available.  
  
For more information on how to respond to cyber-bullying and how pupils can keep themselves safe, please refer to the Childnet International and Beatbullying websites  
  
PARENTS  Role Of Parents  
  
Parents have an important part to play in our anti-bullying policy. We ask parents to:  
  
a) Look out for unusual behaviour in your children – for example, they may suddenly not wish to attend school, feel ill regularly, or not complete work to their usual standard.  
  
b) Always take an active role in your child’s education. Enquire how their day has gone, who they have spent their time with, etc.  
  
c) If you feel your child may be a victim of bullying behaviour, inform school immediately. Your complaint will be taken seriously and appropriate action will follow.  
  
d) If a child has bullied your child, please do not approach that child on the playground or involve an older child to deal with the bully. Please inform school immediately.  
e) It is important that you advise your child not to fight back. It can make matters worse!  
  
f) Tell your child that it is not their fault that they are being bullied.  
  
g) Reinforce the school’s policy concerning bullying and make sure your child is not afraid to ask for help.  
  
h) If you know your child is involved in bullying, please discuss the issues with them and inform school. The matter will be dealt with appropriately.  
  
We provide all our families with a clear and concise guidance booklet during Anti-Bullying week which relates to all aspects of bullying.  
What parents/carers should do if you think your child is being bullied.  
  
1. Listen to your child and support him/her. Take the bullying seriously (even though it may sound trivial to you) and try not to over react. Reassure your child and talk to them about the actions you will take.  
  
2. Contact the school as soon as possible in person, phone or letter.  
  
3. Ask to speak to the class teacher or Key Stage Leader.  
  
4. Explain:  
  
· What has happened  
· Where it happened  
· When it happened  
· How often it has happened  
· Who else was present  
  
5. The school will record your concerns on the school record system  
  
6. The school will investigate your concern by speaking individually to any children involved and any adult who may have been present.  
  
7. The school will contact you within 48 hours to tell you the outcome and how the matter will be resolved.  
  
8. You may be invited into school to meet with the bully's parents to help resolve the problem  
  
9. Give the situation time to change, but if you are not satisfied arrange to meet with the Head teacher to discuss your concerns.  
  
10. Never ignore bullying.  
Complaints  
  
If you are not happy at the way the school has dealt with an allegation of bullying, then you have the right to make a formal complaint using the school complaint procedures. A copy of the complaint procedures can be obtained from the office.  
    
Review And Evaluation Of This Policy  
  
This policy will be reviewed by Governors annually. Parents will be consulted via Parents’ Evenings and by being asked to complete a proforma during Anti-Bullying Week. Children will be consulted via the school council and class questionnaires.  
  
We will be able to collect an objective measure on the success of this policy.  

 
  
Appendix 2: How Can A Parent Tell If Their Child Is Being Bullied?  
  
Research has show that many children are reluctant to say if they are being bullied. Up to a third of children may never tell anybody and so therefore they suffer in silence. Finding out that your child is being bullied is a stressful and distressing experience. It's natural for a parent to feel anger, confusion and guilt.  
  
Some children are good at hiding their feelings and the first you may know of the problem is when your child suddenly doesn't want to go to school, or says they are ill when PE lessons are on the agenda.  
  
The following signs and symbols may suggest that your child is being bullied.  
· Coming home with cuts and bruises  
· Torn clothes  
· Asking for stolen possessions to be replaced  
· “Losing” dinner money or coming home early  
· Falling out with previously good friends  
· Being moody and bad tempered  
· Being quiet and withdrawn  
· Wanting to avoid leaving the house and unwilling to attend school  
· Aggression with brothers and sisters  
· Doing less well at Schoolwork  
· Insomnia/ bed wetting  
· Anxiety  
· Complaining of being ill  
  
It does not necessarily mean your child is bullied if they display one or more of these symptoms, but if you are worried please contact the school.  
  
The worst thing to do is to over-react and come into school demanding action. It is important not to take the matter into your own hands and to confront the bully's parents, especially if you are angry and you do not know them well. This only leads to serious arguments.  
  
Don't forget that if you didn't know your child was being bullied then the school may not have realised it either.  
  
If you think your child may be bullied then ask a few simple questions:  
· Did they do anything they liked at school today?  
· Did they do anything they didn't like?  
· Who did they play with?  
· What sort of games did they play at lunchtime?  
· Did they enjoy them?  
· Would they have liked to play different games with someone else? Are they looking forward to going to school tomorrow?  
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